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ab Our free Christian society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Despite all their other fine qualities, the daily press and radio are compelled by 


economic necessity to cater to the most materialistic and sensational in popular tastes, and, along with the leading news weeklies, to yield t 
play upon narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. The mass media, therefore, are not adequate for the Christian mind which would 


o the economic, political and military pressures that 
intain its i 





' ion to truth. For this more discern- 
ing public, Between The Lines presents carefully selected reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, providing the layman with greater insight 


into the crucial issues of the day. These efforts are dedicated to the belief that only as our society is motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and communism and move forward out of the tribalism of men towards brotherhood in the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in a nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?” 


A remarkable new approach to 


id the problem of slum clearance has 


been developed by fire insurance 


tiand real estate groups in Atlanta, 


Georgia. One of the barriers against 


eemsilum clearance has been the high 


rent scales per room on slum prop- 


algerties, while upkeep and mainte- 
nledinance are almost nil. 


até 


The Atlanta Association of In- 


bers to refuse fire protection for 


Sdwellings not conforming to city 


restrictions 
for 


on properties “unfit 
human habitation” — restric- 


BiStions usually ignored by slum prop- 


Gerty owners in connivance with city 


alofficials. Likewise, leaders of the 


Atlanta Real 


Estate Board have 
alled upon its members to refuse 


ost owners of slum properties do 
ot want to be bothered with 
eekly collections and thus are de- 


pendent upon agents for collections 


and management. 
Both groups report favorable re- 


iy, and city officials of Atlanta are 


uch heartened by this effort, be- 


@ieving it will help clear slums — 


ghe 


ac 


@ithout 


government action — by 
aking the profits out of slum own- 
rship. The Atlanta building inspec- 
or said “We have had so much 


Plans for slum clearance. The sup- 
port of real estate and insurance 


prganizations without doubt has 
reated a psychological and moral 


pressure.” The leaders of the insur- 


“gpnce and real estate groups believe 
Bhat their appeal to civic-minded at- 


new 
label 
able, 


itudes will bring a voluntary move- 
ent toward reinvestment of hold- 
ngs into decent low-cost housing 
hat wiH prove in the long run 
ore valuable as income-earning 
Properties than the dilapidated 
time and disease breeding slums 


twp! the past. Government housing 


projects thus become unnecessary. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


NEXPECTED GREATNESS: Most of us have looked upon the 

weather-beaten Negro churches on the fringes of our communities, 
and their underpaid poorly educated pastors, with a kind of indulgent 
benevolence. We did not expect that these churches would be the key 
source of spiritual power in our country’s greatest social upheaval. Few 
Americans yet appreciate the total impact of this force because the news 
has been scattered over the months and thinly distributed through the 
pages of our daily papers — and sometimes distorted or suppressed al- 
together, as often happens in the South. 

A BRIEF RUN-DOWN of recent developments: In Atlanta, six 
Negro preachers were jailed for taking seats in buses in defiance of state 
segregation laws. The pastors remained smiling as reporters and photog- 
raphers crowded with them into the police conveyance. One pastor 
quipped, “No segregation in here.” Another remarked to the crowd, 
“Anyone else who ought to be in jail, come on in.” 

NEGRO PASTORS BEHIND BARS were pictured in AP and UP 
telephotos, sitting with humble dignity, some with Bibles in hand, all with 
faces composed — even radiant. “They know what they are doing here,” 
said a reporter as he watched them wistfully. Similar instances were also 
reported from Birmingham, Tallahassee and elsewhere. 

THEN, NIGHT RIDERS broke into the news again, right after 
Christmas. They bombed four Negro churches and the homes of the 
Negro pastors. There were several other attempts but the bombs didn’t go 
off. Homes and churches were severely damaged but, miraculously, no 
one was seriously injured, although the intent to kill was obvious. A few 
days later the FBI was reported to be on the scene since there had never 
been a single arrest of the bomb-throwers by local law enforcement of- 
ficers after months of such intermittent violence. Negro leaders have come 
to accept the reports of FBI activity as “politics” since the FBI never 
takes action. It sounds good for the Eisenhower GOP’ers to have brought 
in the FBI. Then, when the FBI does dothing, the Democrats are also 
pacified, say the Negro leaders. 

SHOTGUN BLASTS WERE FIRED at the homes of Negro 
farmers and their sympathetic white neighbors who live cooperatively at 
Americus, Ga. Shotgun blasts also ripped into the home of Rev. Martin 
King, the Negro desegregation leader in Montgomery, Ala. In referring 
to the matter before his crowded congregation (Rev. King did not report 
the incident to the police), the pastor said, “Some of us may yet have to 
die. But we must never falter in our belief in God’s love and the power 
of God’s love to make brothers of us all.” (All these items appeared in 
AP and UP dispatches during December and January.) 


WHITES AND NEGROES AGREE that desegregation has been 

a religious movement from the beginning. Obscure Negro pastors have 
stepped forward with unforeseen ability, determination and calmness to 
take the lead over all other forces in the community. Even the law en- 
forcement agencies have only been able to follow in the wake of the 
Negro pastors’ initiative. One police officer complained to an out-of-town 
newsman, “Politics won’t let us go after the hot-heads among the whites, 
and pinching those hymn-singing nigger preachers makes you feel like a 
skunk in prayer meetin’.” The tensions and frustrations of the segregation 
conflict might have caused an increase in drunkenness, fighting and stab- 
bings in the Saturday night revelries that blight many Negro communi- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Taxes and Persecution 

One of the touchiest tax ques- 
tions concerns the immense amount 
of tax-free property now under 
the control of religious institutions, 
which chiefly means the Roman 
Catholic Church and its many 
property-holding subsidiaries. 

In many Eastern cities that are 
strongly Catholic— Boston, New 
York, Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit 
and others — large areas of prop- 
erty have been acquired by the 
Roman Church and is held tax- 
free, putting a serious tax burden 
upon other real estate holdings. 
Yet politicians scarcely dare men- 
tion the matter for fear of the re- 
crimination of the Catholic lead- 
ers, who have a much greater com- 
mand over the Catholic vote than 
do Protestant officials over their 
membership. 

Dr. E. C. Blake, president of the 
National Council of Churches, re- 
cently brought the matter into the 
open in an address before a nation- 
al gathering of church executives. 
While the AP releases carried this 
story, many local dailies “killed” 
the item. How many decades will 
it be, asked Dr. Blake, before the 
U. S. may find itself dominated by 
the wealth of the Roman Catholic 
Church so that at last no alterna- 
tive but revolution and expropria- 
tion will be possible? Freedom 
from taxation seemed a proper en- 
couragement of religious institu- 
tions by the government a century 
or more ago when the churches 
were weak and poor. But today 
churches are in a different position 
— for they do not have their prop- 
erty broken up by inheritance taxes 
and other forms of tax loss as do 
individual estates. 

The National Council leaders 
point to Spain where a single de- 
nomination controls the entire edu- 
cational system, so that all chil- 
dren, including Protestants, must 
attend schools which are under the 


complete domination of the Roman 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Taxes and Persecution 
(continued) 

Church. The Church also holds 
vast amounts of tax-free property 
in Spain and, as a result, the tax 
load on the common people is al- 
most confiscatory — except for the 
families of wealth whose members 
are high officials of the Catholic 
Church and can find loopholes to 
escape taxation. Thus the poor bear 
the burden and find no escape from 
perpetual poverty except in the vio- 
lent revolutions which have cursed 
Spain in the past. 

Dr. Blake, who has visited both 
Russia and Spain recently, charged 
that Spanish Protestants are less 
free than are members of the mi- 
nority churches in the Soviet Un- 
ion. “Because of the all-powerful 
domination of the Spanish State by 
the most benighted hierarchy in 
the Roman Church, tiny evangeli- 
cal groups are not even allowed to 
train their own clergymen. The 
Protestant theological seminary in 
Madrid which was closed a year 
ago has not yet been reopened, de- 
spite the worldwide protests of 
both Protestants and liberal Rom- 
an Catholics throughout the world. 

The marriage laws of Spain 
are still severely oppressive to 
Protestants, according to very re- 
cent reports. The Roman Catholic 
Church, through its domination of 
the government, makes it impos- 
sible for those who are not mem- 
bers of the Roman Catholic faith 
to receive marriage permits from 
the State. Only members of the 
Catholic Church can qualify for 
such permits. Thus all Protestant 
marriages are looked upon as il- 





legal. In many areas of Spain. 
Protestant marriages are labeled as 
“common-law” or “living in sin” 


and a Protestant wife is liable for 
arrest for prostitution! Instances of 
such action taken against Protes- 
tant couples are not at all uncom- 
mon. Protestant children are thus 
considered illegitimate under Span- 
ish law, which puts untold hard- 
ships on Protestants who otherwise 
are admitted to be upright, law- 
abiding citizens. 

It has become increasingly diffi- 
cult for a Protestant to get a job in 
such cities as Madrid, Toledo, Gra- 
nada, and other large communities. 
Some relief has come with the in- 
creased activities of the American 
military mission which does not en- 
force the same prohibition against 
the employment of Protestants that 
prevail in Spanish business circles 
where the church is dominant. Pro- 
tests against these conditions have 
poured into Spain from all over 
the world — as noted above even 
from many liberal Catholic leaders. 
but to no avail. Tax advantages for 
any one group in a society can 
eventually have basic and _far- 
reaching implications for the entire 
culture. 


(continued) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


ties, but Negro pastors have made integration a sobering challenge for 
improved conduct among their people. “We must demonstrate our worthi- 
ness for the social advancement we demand,” said a Negro clergyman in a 
pastoral letter to his large congregation. “Because we want equality for 
our own children — whom we will put up against any for good behavior, 
scholarship and promise of useful citizenship — we are not justified in 
overlooking the low moral standards and irresponsibility that blight many 
parts of our community.” 

WHERE DO THE WHITE CHURCHES STAND? Among the 
tens of thousands of large, beautiful and costly sanctuaries in the white 
communities, few pastors or congregations have taken the path that is 
marked by the cross — the sign of suffering, that love might conquer hate. 
Certain pastors in prominent pulpits in the South have enhanced their 
popularity by preaching sermons that artfully splice the Pauline doctrines 
of atonement into the race issue: Somehow, as we “keep getting man 
saved,” the race problem is supposed to disappear. The conclusions to this 
approach, though replete with eloquence, are vague, for there seems to be 
no need for white folks who are “saved” to do anything now. 

THERE ARE EXCEPTIONS: Courageous pastors, both North 
and South, have given dedicated leadership in thought and attitude, but it 
is not always easy to find a point of action. The white pastor in Clinton, 
Tenn., faced such a challenge when he walked to school with the Negro 
children and was severely beaten by white mobsters. By his action, that 
young man has caused sleeplessness in many parsonages. A few churches 
in the North have accepted interracial membership. But that’s much hard- 
er to put over than just preaching about racial injustice in the South. The 
question keeps burning in — is the kingdom of God a community of love 
and goodwill among all men, or is it a quasi-spiritual-social constituency 
of the people on our side of the town? 

THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT of the desegregation ten- 
sions, however, lies in the realization that this era, which might easily have 
led to soaring hatreds, violence and bloodshed, has become for the most 
part a strange pregnant calm: the whites watch others of their kind resort 
to cowardly deeds of violence against sleeping families and churches 
and are ashamed; they see simple and humble men emerge from these 
ordeals without anger or fear and immense with faith and mounting in- 
fluence. All of America sees more clearly the immeasurable power of 
love, as it bridges all our estimates of wisdom and propriety, to transform 
society. And we find ourselves thinking of the fishermen Jesus chose to 
start this task. 


EARS OF RUSSIA, which have been whipped up anew by the head- 

lines since the revolt in Hungary, are being dampened in professional 
news circles by the U. S. newsman with the longest experience in Mos- 
cow. Henry Shapiro, head of the United Press Bureau in Moscow for the 
past sixteen years, is home on vacation. In appearing before various edi- 
torial groups, Mr. Shapiro has caused some flushed faces among those re- 
sponsible for scare headlines. Two big dailies in the West buried Shapiro's 
statements in the back pages while the same editions blared headlines 
about the dangers of renewed Stalinism and Russian armed might, head- 
lines drawn from nothing more substantial than the usual babblings of 
Nikita Khrushchev or GOP-Democrat squabbles in Washington over our 
defense budget. (In a survey of the nation’s press, your editor found this 
technique of news emphasis to be typical.) Shapiro explains to his audi- 
ences that his job is to relay the facts as his Moscow bureau finds them; 
how the facts are arranged or rearranged is the business of the local 
editorial rooms.) 

THE RUSSIANS ARE FULLY AWARE of “the universal de- 
structive capabilities of atomic warfare,” says Shapiro. “They are not go- 
ing to start any military adventures in the foreseeable future,” the veteran 
newsman insists. “Moscow seeks revolution and not mutual annihilation 
. . » The Soviet must repair the untold damage done among the satel- 
lites and the Asian countries by the ruthless suppression of the Hun- 
garian freedom revolt.” Shapiro believes this task will consume the So- 
viet’s resources and attention for years to come for “it is doubtful that the 
Soviet can ever win back what they have lost.” 


HE CONTRADICTIONS OF ARMED DEFENSE are pressing 

more heavily every day, report other newsmen just back from the 
Mediterranian and Asia. All diplomats and statesmen are painfully aware 
that final steps are being taken to perfect guided missiles of 1,000 to 1,500 
mile range. Missiles of 500 to 800 mile range are now ready for launch- 
ing on U. S. warships, submarines and bases everywhere. The same is 
true of the Soviet. This means that now every U. S. overseas base is be- 
coming a prime target for powerful Soviet missile installations — a fact 


which changes about everything in the U. S. defense system, although dis- 
(continued on NEXT page) 








Actions and Beliefs ( 

While the nation’s press boasts} Th 
of the greatest prosperity ever, and }tion, 
America’s religious organizations fever) 
proudly acclaim the largest number healt! 
of converts and largest amount offprou: 
dollars spent for religious purposes, fgoctc 
the FBI announces that 1956 show. /;omr 
ed the greatest crime record in the spon 
nation’s history. Crime in 1956 in-[eratis 
creased 12 per cent over 1955,}Minn 
There were increases in all cate.he « 
gories except, significantly, robbery, reject 
which decreased 16 per cent. Better{coun 
police methods of handling robbery jiruc' 
violations account for this decrease, hers. 
although police officials also attrib-fagain 
ute easy money and plenty of jobsfAMA 
as important influences. But mur-fhip, 
der, assault, rape, bribery and otherwith 
branches of criminality soared to algnd 
new pinnacle of lawlessness. Theffimit 
questions rise — is prosperity con-jupp< 
ducive of good character in a na.Wate 
tion? Does the growth of churchkome 
membership and the increase ofjeal 3 
building facilities for religious pur.pave 
poses have no influence on publicgo-op 
morality? Th 

These are questions which, in apume 
democracy must be faced by every#g4!" 
individual, and by every commun-#gto! 
ity. In a Christian society, thepttle, 
churches must accept this challengeff/octe 
of a basic responsibility. ealtl 

FAITH IN WAR: Exhaustivep!"® 
studies made of the collapse off@™™ 
morale among U. S. troops cap- ces 
tured by the Chinese Communists _ 
in Korea revealed: that one-third?’ - 
of U. S. troops yielded to brain. otter 
washing although they were noiP'<! 
subject to physical torture; that the ea 
largest number of morale failures ‘ite 
was due to the lack of a strong re wah 
ligious faith and a grasp of the 
meaning of our Christian demo = 
cratic civilization. Catholics and)" 
Jews appeared to have a mor ads 
staunch inner stance than average 
Protestants, who seemed to have segs 
received less vigorous training an : 
indoctrination from their religious 
and home environment. 

Army psychiatrists are havin 
to face up to the necessity of mak 
ing men believe in what they ar¢ 
fighting for before they can becom 
good soldiers. Previous resear 
into the records of both Worl 
War I and World War II indicate 
that a high percentage of troops i 
action fired their guns aimlessly 
without any effort to direct thei 
shots at the enemy. Army psychi 
atrists describe “a listlessness and i 
difference to the whole operatiot 
in which they are engaged and, if 
a high percentage of our troops, 
total lack of any comprehension oj 
the political and moral significance 
of the cause they may defend.” | 
is being recognized, moreover, t 
such an indoctrination is imposs® 
ble unless there is a foundation @ 
faith that arises out of the solbulo 
dier’s home environment. (c¢ 
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- Community Health 

oasts) The American Medical Associa- 
, andftion, Which has fought almost 
tionsfevery form of progress in public 
mberfhealth, has lost another lawsuit 
nt offhrought against the AMA by four 
doses, doctors associated with the prepaid 
show. community health program, which 
Nn the jsponsors the Health and Coop- 
6 in jerative Hospital at Two Harbors, 
1955.§Minn. The four doctors hired by 
cate-Mhe community health co-op were 
)bery,frejected for membership in the 
Betterfcounty medical society under in- 
bbery fsiructions from AMA _headquar- 
rease ters. The doctors brought suit 
ittrib-against the county affiliate of the 
' \MA for refusing them member- 
ship, charging the medical society 
ith violation of anti-trust laws, 
forming a conspiracy to 
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upported and controlled by pri- 
ate citizens only. During the out- 
ome of the suit, the county medi- 
al association backed down and 
.eave membership cards to the four 
o-op doctors. 

This is the fifth victory of con- 
umer-sponsored health programs 
pgainst AMA blockades. In Wash- 
ington, D. C., Elk City, Okla., Se- 
ttle, Wash., and San Diego, Cal., 
octors employed by community 
ealth cooperatives were forced to 
ring suit against the AMA for 
anning them from membership. 
o refuse a doctor membership in 
he medical society is tantamount 
fo barring him from clinics, from 


training, from hospital 
i. a ; and general community 
ee esponsibility, charged the co-op 


roup. “The AMA seems to ob- 
ect to the employment of doctors 
n a cooperative basis, even when 
eir salaries are higher than the 
verage doctor’s earning through- 
ut the country,” say the co-op au- 
orities. “When people employ 
octors to keep them well, it upsets 
¢ present medical system under 
hich people get sick and pay fees 
lor doctors.”” The AMA has fought 
ll efforts to bring medical care 
‘within the range of workers’ in- 
omes, whether through independ- 
mt private efforts or state spon- 
rship. Cooperative health pro- 
rams emphasize their independ- 
nce of all state controls. 

“| FILTER FAKES: The discovery 
OOPS lf the relationship of cancer to 
mlesshifivarettes caused a drop in cigar- 
t theiiette consumption — until the to- 
Psychibacco corporations launched their 
and in reat filter campaign, thereby per- 
eTallOPetrating upon the American pub- 
and, ic one of the most fraudulent and 
OOPS, Bonscienceless deceptions in adver- 
1siON Ofising history. The truth about the 
ificanc Biter tips from a medical and sci- 
ond.” IBntific standpoint: Dr. G. M. Roth 
er, thf the Mayo Foundation has re- 
IMPOSorted that whether a cigarette is 
ation CFfiltered” or “de-nicotinized,” as a 


he = SOfule the poison remains the same, 
(continued third col,, THIS page) 





WHO’S READY FOR 


CITIZENSHIP? 








X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


cussion of this predicament is taboo in all Pentagon public relations. 

THE SITUATION WAS BOLDLY OUTLINED by Bulganin in 
recent Moscow broadcasts directed especially at Japan, Thailand, Pakis- 
tan, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and West Germany — all countries where 
there are major U. S. military installations. Bulganin warned that any na- 
tion which maintains an anti-Soviet military alliance must realize that by 
so doing it makes of itself a forward target under the new Soviet atomic 
missile and rocket system. Mr. Bulganin continued with a skillful thrust, 
“Certainly none would be so stupid as to deny the Soviet the right to de- 
fend its frontiers against those who crowd upon its borders with aggressive 
weapons.” He warned further that those who ally themselves against the 
Soviet may become “bloody and useless sacrifices in the defense of distant 
imperial powers.” 

BULGANIN’S WORDS WERE QUOTED in a mocking vein by 
most voices in the West. Is this attitude wise — or realistic? For there is 
not a nation in alliance with the U. S. defense system that has not been 
shaken to its foundations by these words and the recent developments 
behind them. 

In secret conferences in these national capitals where we have for- 
eign bases, American military men endeavor to reassure our allies that all 
is well, that we “will protect them.” But that won’t work. “It is too ob- 
vious that all present U. S. defense concepts are rapidly becoming danger- 
ous and obsolete and that we are asking millions of our allies to stand 
ready to pay with their lives for our unwillingness to face reality. This will 
lead to political blow-ups before long in many centers over the world — 
unless major adjustments are made in American military thinking. 

SOVIET GUIDED MISSILES have already made our foreign 
bases into death-traps for our manpower and materiel. This is so true that 
much of our air and sea defense system now constitutes, in many ways, 
a dangerous and costly sham. Dangerous because the “defensive” units, 
situated far from home and pressing against the Soviet borders, increase 
tensions and invite war; a sham in that present systems offer little actual 
defensive strength. The presence of atomic missiles on our ships does not 
change the problem, for these units are far from home and dependent on 
overseas bases which Russia can wipe out in twenty minutes of missile 
attack. Our proud fleets, now sailing the Mediterranian and the Far Pa- 
cific, would be trapped 5,000 to 7,000 miles from home, with no alterna- 
tive but to empty their arsenals at the enemy as best they could and run 
for home to save themselves from entrapment by the large numbers of 
missile-equipped Soviet submarines which would swarm out from their 
nearby bases. 

The fact that our ships would be able to slaughter millions in the 
cities of Russia and Red China, before being sunk or racing for home, 
contributes nothing to the defense of America’s cities. It only guarantees 
that before our fleet reached home, 40 million or more Americans would 
have died in retaliation strikes against our cities. Our military philosophy 
has become so decadent that we have come to measure our strength, not 
by how many lives we can protect here, but how many we can kill over 
there and how quickly it can be done. No wonder Gen. Douglas Mac- 
Arthur said that modern war has become total insanity. A survey of cur- 
rent articles on air and rocket warfare in scientific journals erases any im- 
pression that we are pressing the case too hard. 

Yet many thoughtful Americans still look to President Eisenhower 


for a better answer than armed threat, for he has shown courage many 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Community Health 

(continued) 

for the nicotine must be decreased 

more than 50 per cent before the 

vascular effects of smoke fail to 

appear, and almost none of the fil- 

ters achieve anything like that per- 

centage of purification. 

According to a report by Dr. I. 
S. Wright, former president of the 
American Heart Association, pa- 
tients suffering from Buerger’s dis- 
ease, and similar heart ailments, 
experience severe recurrences of 
their ailment after smoking popu- 
lar filter cigarettes —the reaction 
to nicotine poisoning remaining the 
same for filtered or non-filtered 
cigarettes. Dr. Alton Ochsner, head 
of the noted Ochsner Clinic in New 
Orleans, when asked if _ filters 
helped, said, “Yes —to sell cigar- 
ettes.” It is well known that several 
research groups have found that the 
filters have little effect upon the 
damage to lungs and heart by cigar- 
ette smoke. The relationship of 
cancer to cigarette smoking varies 
little where the filters are used. 


A BANK PRESIDENT was 
scathingly denounced for paying 
“slave wages” to the bank’s cashier 
—by a Federal judge as he sen- 
tenced the cashier to four years in 
jail for embezzling $70,000. The 
judge asked how the bank president 
and directors expected a man to 
bring up his family and resist temp- 
tation on a salary that was ob- 
viously inadequate for the standard 
of living he was expected to main- 
tain. The cashier testified that he 
had embezzled the funds under the 
pressure of need in raising his four 
children and after handling the 
bank’s $1,500,000 worth of assets 
without default for more than ten 
years. Many judges have denounced 
wage scales in banks in similar 
cases. When bankers meet at their 
conventions to discuss their great 
financial gains made over past 
years — is this problem ever men- 
tioned? 


A PILGRIMAGE of young 
Englishmen being organized by 
Philip Toynbee, son of historian 
Arnold Toynbee, for a journey to 
Hungary and Egypt “not simply in 
a spirit of condemnation towards 
the Russians, but as an act of pen- 
ance for the crimes of the West in 
Egypt and Cypress, as well as in 
recognition of the suffering in Hun- 
gary.” The pilgrimage is leaving 
London on April 7th (Passion Sun- 
day) and will journey on foot to 
Dover for embarkation to France. 
They will walk the several hundred 
miles from France, through Ger- 
many and Switzerland, to Vienna, 
where the group will divide. One 
section will then march to Trieste 
and Alexandria, and the other to 
Hungary. At both destinations the 
pilgrims will undertake relief work 
of some positive kind. 








China in Today’s World 

TRADE WITH CHINA: In a 
recent issue we spoke of the likeli- 
hood that American business lead- 
ers might favor closer trade ties 
with Red China. J. S. Coleman, 
president of the U. S. Chamber of 
Commerce, has already come out 
in favor of a resumption of trade 
in non-strategic goods between this 
country and Communist China. He 
said he would urge congressional 
action to lift the ban on U. S.- 
China trade. He defined non-stra- 
tegic goods as “material that could 
not be readily converted to be used 
against us in case of armed con- 
flict.” This is a liberal interpreta- 
tion of “non-strategic” because in 
today’s industrial civilization al- 
most all basic materials can be in 
one way or another used for mili- 
tary purposes. 

U. S. CHRISTIANS AND RED 
CHINA: American church leaders 
are petitioning the State Depart- 
ment for permission to re-establish 
contacts with the Christians of 
Communist China. In the past year 
American church leaders have 
made contacts with churchmen in 
the Soviet Union, Hungary, Czech- 
oslovakia, Poland and Rumania. 
Church leaders state that “It is a 
foundational principle of human 
relations that there can be no sub- 
stitute for a face-to-face encounter 
between people who are estranged. 
It is doubly imperative that this 
principle be fulfilled when the mat- 
ter at stake is the relationship be- 
tween Christian people. Because of 
the traditional friendship between 
China and United States, the ex- 
tensive Christian work still vigor- 
ous in Red China today is largely 
the fruit of American Christian 
missionary activity. Thus U. S&S. 
Christians have a great obligation 
to re-establish and maintain con- 
tact with Christians in China, irre- 
spective of world political move- 
ments.” 

TRUTH ABGUT CHIANG: 
Valuable new data on the con- 
troversial subject of Chiang Kai- 
shek is made available in a book, A 
Military History of Modern China, 
1924-49 (Princeton University Press), 
by a former high officer under 
Chiang Kai-shek, F. F. Liu, whose 
long association with the Generalis- 
simo qualifies him to speak with 
authority. Mr. Liu describes the 
training of Chiang’s armies by Ger- 
man generals during the 1920's, of 
the infiltration of the spirit of 
Prussian militarism into Chiang’s 
men and into Chiang’s thinking. 
However, the military efficiency 
and fighting skills, for which Ger- 
man armies were noted, never 
reached the ranks of Chiang’s 
soldiery. The rigid discipline and 
obedience which Chiang main- 
tained at the top never affected the 
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times in the cause of peace, and a warm spirit of cooperation to all peoples. 


RESENT MILITARY CONTRADICTIONS are symbolized by the 

inordinate confidence which some of the Navy admirals have in their 
giant air carriers. They claim the carriers to be “mobile air-bases” which 
can, by speed and maneuver, keep clear of enemy attack. Yet carrier 
speed is very slow in a jet age, their lumbering size a tempting target to 
all the new weapons of sea and air. U. S. specialists in undersea warfare 
are just as confident that the modern, fast missile-equipped submarines 
can pick up a carrier's trail and stay with it indefinitely until the propi- 
tious moment for the kill. All military scientists speak respectfully of Rus- 
sia’s foresight and cunning in spending almost nothing on traditional 
naval vessels during the past ten years while concentrating all naval ex- 
penditures on small high-speed missile-launching vessels and on subma- 
rines. In fact the Soviets have not built one air-carrier! (See Jane’s Fight- 
ing Ships, 1956) The U. S. has 90 air-carriers, many of them lately built 
and refurbished at immense cost. We cannot forget that billions were 
spent and wasted on battleships after the dreadnaughts were admittedly 
obsolete — before the terror of aerial attack. 

ALL SUCH MILITARY MASTADONS on sea, land or in the 
air — carriers, lumbering tanks, the slow and exceedingly fragile B47 and 
B52 bombers — seem now to be but invitations to disaster, as informed 
persons from Tokyo to Istanbul scan the sky, realizing that a streak of 
silver light may mean death at 3000 miles per hour, with power to de- 
stroy from 1000 to 6000 square miles — the actual destructive range of 
hydrogen war-heads that have been perfected. (The long-range guided 
missiles which both the U. S. and Russia are rushing to completion, will 
speed at 15,000 miles per hour.) Those of us who live thousands of miles 
from the U.S.S.R. have little understanding of the sentiments of people 
who live close to the Red frontiers. Such fears as we describe are far 
more real in their minds than the menace of communism. Consequently 
there is a rising tide of political restlessness that is sending foreign states- 
men running to Washington . . . Mollet from Paris, Konrad Adenauer 
from Germany (who is reported to be coming again soon), King Saud of 
Saudi Arabia. Harold Macmillan, Anthony Eden’s successor, is soon due, 
with Queen Elizabeth expected later, and Tito will come eventually (if he 
can make it) — all are seeking to find a new approach to security. 

THEY LIKE AMERICANS. The admirals and generals they have 
been associated with are kindly, able fellows; the American service men 
and their families are the most generous, and, as a rule, the best behaved 
people in the world. But somehow these statesmen sense that time is run- 
ning out, that what once stood for power is now weakness, that some new 
source of security and strength must be found. 

The American public is being told that the increasing number of 
visitors in Washington is the result of the President's new personal 
diplomacy. That is only a fraction of the truth. The President’s earnest 
efforts are being prodded by the necessity of reassuring our allies that, 
while military tactical patterns change slowly, the American mind is still 
sympathetic and eager to share danger and responsibilities. 


HE TREND TO WATCH, the trend which will foretell the future, 

is whether the sum total of these visits moves towards bigger, more 
active and costly military alliances or towards enlarging and strengthening 
the foundations for international cooperation by peaceful means. News of 
larger military aid to this king or that prime minister (all of whom are 
glad to get such aid to bolster their power positions at home) will mean 
increased Communist activity and military intrigue in neighboring states 
and increased tensions and fears. But stronger friendships built in Wash- 
ington that de-emphasize military power and seek to widen the path of 
international cooperation — which now must indicate more direct paths 
to the UN —will lift barriers against subversion and decrease tensions. 
INFLUENTIAL VOICES are now protesting the way American 
foreign policy threatens to by-pass the United Nations. C. L. Sulzberger, 
chief foreign observer of the N. Y. Times, has spoken of the general dis- 
appointment abroad — especially as the U. S. still pretends to support 
the UN. Mr. Sulzberger recalls Washington’s reference, “The voice of Jacob 
while the hands are the hands of Esau.” Drew Pearson frankly charges 
that Eisenhower has been forced to yield to the pressure of the giant oil 
corporations. Prominent educators and clergymen speak out in a similar 
vein. There is a growing belief in Washington that Eisenhower, having 
been forced to reassess the U. S. military position in the Near East to 
satisfy the inordinate pressure exerted upon his Administration, will now 
seek every avenue to again turn U. S. support to the UN. The President's 
record of steadfast support of world cooperation would encourage this 
faith. Be sure to let your congressman know your opinion on this point. 


C2. hoRere 


China in Today’s Work 


(continued) 

waste, irresponsibility and co 
tion in the lower ranks—a gq 
dition that eventually made a de 
cle of Nationalist military strengf 

Mr. Liu’s excellent analysis 
Chiang’s war effort brings him 4 
the conclusion that it was incog 
petently managed, cumberso 
and corrupt, riddled with patrg 
age and bureaucracy, and incapafl 
of learning from the Communj 
who excelled in organizing the pg 
ple. Mr. Liu spares no words in jj 
detailed indictment of Chiang a 
his generals for their failure 
make the most of their resoureg 
nor does he leave much gro 
for the GOP argument that f 
Truman Administration was 
blame for Chiang’s failure. 


Power From Space 
We reported in our August isg 
that experiments were being cg 
ducted in secret laboratories whig 


: 


would some day bring unlimityl 


power from the outer atmosphe 
into the hands of man. At the E 
ergy Resources Conference held; 
Denver during early November 
was announced that power fr 
space, although still a remote po 
sibility, is none the less a gen 
possibility. In several major 
search laboratories the radio 
flecting ionosphere two to th 
hundred miles above the earth 
being studied in terms of the 
havior of elements at extreme 
low temperatures. Gaseous nitrog 
can be split into two distinct fo 
or ions, and these two ions, 


unidentified mysteries of sciengg. 
will remain apart if frozen againg. 


a plate at extremely low tempe 
tures. When ihe plate is heated, 
ions combine with a sudden 
immense release of light and he 
and energy. If ions in outer sp 
could thus be brought togetl 
man would have an inexhaustib 
and constantly renewed supply 
energy available in immense qu 
tities. 


While such theoretical reseanm 


continues, more immediate atte 


tion is given to the prospectig 
energy supply available in hea 


water by new techniques utiliz 
liquid hydrogen at tempera’ 
close to absolute zero, and to 
“controlled fusion of hydro 
atoms at extremely high te 
atures.” Progress is being 

in both programs of research. 
BTL, Jan. 1, for report on fi 
temperature experiments.) The 
temperature experiments center 
the low temperature distillation 
deuterium from hydrogen de 
ride, then converting it to he 
water. The objective is now to 
a low cost method of making he 
water in quantity. 
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